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Buckeye Union School District

Blue Oak School
K-3 Charter Montessori

2391 Merrychase Drive — Cameron Park, CA 95682
(530) 676-0164 (916) 933-5149 FAX (530) 676-0758
Web Site — http!//buckeyeusd.org &

Sally Traub/Principal - Kathy Holliman/Assistant Principal

Parent Bulletin #9

“Together We Will Build Our Future”

School Times

1st thru 5t grades — 8:00-2:10
Kindergarten Times (AM 7:45-11:07) (PM 11:08-2:30) (Montessori K/1 Blend AM 8:00-11:30)
Minimum Day Dismissal Time — 12:00 (Lunch is alwavs served on minimum days)

For Your Planning
May
1%' Burnham to Gibson Ranch (7:45-3:45)
1% Bird/Stoeber/Mass/Sarl-Planetarium s:zo-1:40
4™ Running Rascals 2:15-3:15
5" Teacher Appreciation Day Brunch by P.T.A.
7" Site Council Meeting in the Library @ 3:00
8" Spring [Fling (5:30-8:00)
5/11 -5/22 S.T.A.R. Testing
11™ Running Rascals 2:15-3:15
12™ PTA Meeting in the Library @ 6:30
13™ Day of the Teacher
14™ Choir Practice in MP (2:15-3:30)
14" Camerado 5" Grade Parent
Information Night 6:30
15" County Spelling Bee
15™ Movie Night (PTA) “BOLT” 6-8:30pm MP
18™ Pesticide Spraying (s/18-5/22)
21" Choir Practice in MP (2:15-3:30)
22" Burns to Gibson Ranch (7:45-3:45)
25™ Memorial Day Holiday-No School
26" Choir Performance (Kdg.-2"only) (1:30-2)
27" G.A.T.E. Meeting in the Library (3-4:00)
28" Bus Driver Day
28" Open House for 5" Grade Only (5:30-7pm)
28" G.A.T.E. Class in Computer Lab (:15-3:15)
28" Spring Concert (6:30-7:30pm)
29" B.O.L.T. “Hat Day”
29" Fifth Grade Orientation @ CA (9:30-11)
31" Thomas/Scarry Coast Trip (5/31-6/3)

S.T.A.R. Testing

May 11" — May 22"

2009-2010

School Calendar
www.buckeyeusd.org

HELP NEEDED!!!

We are very happy to report that our
new lunches are a big hit! Our
participation rate has just about doubled,
which makes it even more important to
“pay it forward”! Our biggest
stumbling block right now is counting
and depositing small daily amounts of
money. If at all possible, please try and
pay for several lunches at once either
with cash or check, or even better, pay
online by going to the district website at
www.buckeyeusd.org. Anything you
can do to avoid teachers and cafeteria
assistants dealing with quarters and
baggies full of small amounts of cash
will be sincerely appreciated! Thanks
for supporting our wonderful new
program and helping us out with buying
several lunches at once.
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Principal s6 Corner

Happy spring everyone!l The plants are blooming and the children are thinking summer is herel!
We 8 r e g auobest to keep everyone focused and learning for the remainder of the school
yearfi so your help with that at home will be appreciated as well. Its harder when that sun is
shining brightly and everyone would much rather be outside!

At this timeof theyear , there is always so much going olf
brief and concise, but if you have any questions on anything, always feel free to call and ask for
more information.

e First and foremost i n ever ymingeSbase tesfing.dThiawilb u n
begin on Monday, May 11™. Please help us out as much as you can by making sure your child
is well-rested, eats a good breakfast, and most of all has a good attitude about doing
his/her best. They have been well prepared by their teachers, so the rest is up to them.

e T would like to implore all of you to try and attend our PTA meetings and get involved in
the events around school. Our PTA board works so very hard to put on all of these
wonderful events for you and your students to enjoy, but it really does take a team to pull
it off. Please do all you can to simply volunteer a half hour of your time o help out at
Spring Fling and take some of the pressure off the core group of volunteers! Thanks so
much.

e Whil e wéhesubject af PTA & they could also use help with the board for next year.
They have some positions open (secretary, parliamentarian and historian). If you are
interested, I would encourage you to serve on the board and get involved!

e The big talk around here all week has been our wonderful new lunch program! Wowfi our
participation rate has jumped significantly and the students are so enjoying the warm,
freshly made food and fresh fruit and vegetables. A very special thank you to our
cafeteria staff who have worked so hard to make this transition as smooth as possible.

Pl ease continue to do your best not to send
either by check to your childés teacher or
d o n @ve anig!), so be prepared for that!

e If you know you will be moving before the next school year or that your child will not be
attending Blue Oak for any reason next year, please let us know right away. In these very
tight budget times, we are trying to plan numbers as accurately as possible. Thanks so
much.

e As mentioned earlier, the weather is warming up, so this is the time to remind everyone of
the dress code. Each student received a parent/student handbook at the beginning of the
school year and the dress code is listed in there. If you have lost or misplaced yours, it is
available on our website as well.

e Finally, the El Dorado Hills Soccer Club has sent out a plea for new or used soccer
equipment in good condition. One of the parents involved is serving in Iraq and some of
the troops have started a soccer league for the children over there. If you can help out
with anything, please drop it off at the El Dorado Hills Library on Tuesday, 04/28/09
from 5:45-7:45pm, or Saturday, 05/02/09 from 1-4pm.

As always, we thank you for all of your incredible support at our wonderful school!
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Blue Oak Library Corner =6*

April 2009 4’

Blue Oak Students are excited about reading and it shows in many ways!

Congratulations to all the students earning library cards this year. They are received once a
student in grade 4/5 reads 1,000 pages or a 3" grader reads 500 pages. The students also
answer questions regarding what they have read to promote reading comprehension.

We also have Accelerated Reader books available in the library as another means to teach
reading comprehension skills.

What is Accelerated Reader?

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a reading incentive program that provides students with reading
practice in comprehension each time a book is completed. Students read a book and then
take a quiz based on that book. It is somewhat like an "electronic book report”, without the
student being required to write pages of information and never quite getting to the point.
This program doesn't take the place of the classroom reading program at Blue Oak, but it is
an enrichment tool that gives the students, teachers, and parent’s additional incentives to
help motivate students to read.

The program allows students to work at "their" instructional reading level. Then, as their
understanding improves, their level will move up until the child is reading at or above the
grade level. Children love AR because they can take their quizzes on a computer and get
their results immediately. Most of all, they enjoy being successful.

And a big thanks to all our wonderful library volunteers!
Coming up next month we will announce the state winner for the CYRA.
Our Blue Oak choice I s Stanleyods Wild

Making old - New again!
Blue Oak has started a shoe recycling program. Any old-worn out athletic shoes that would
be normally thrown-out, can be dropped off at school.
Thanks to technology at Nike in Oregon, shoes that are collected can be recycled into
materials used in sports and playground surfaces, such as tennis courts and running tracks.
Blue Oak has partnered with Nike on this recycling effort and will be collecting shoes until
the end of the school year. A receptacle for shoe collection will be outside the office.
Shoes that are acceptable are as follows:

o Athletic shoes only [any brand], any size

e No cleats or dress shoes

e No shoes containing metal

e No wet or damp shoes
What starts up as a beat-up shoe bound for the landfill can now be created into high-quality
surface that our kids may ultimately play on. Recycling shoes is an easy solution to reduce
our carbon "footprint" and we hope everyone will get involved!
For more details about this program, you can visit www.nikereuseashoe.com or contact
Mary Mearns at m.crevelt@att.net
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Dear Buckeye District Families:

The El Dorado County Libraries welcome you to enjoy our array of activities and
resources for family fun and learning. Many Buckeye students are already enjoying
library programs and services, and library staff is happy to be serving these children.
In order to keep your students safe and to assure that brary staff may contact
families in case of an emergency, the county is introducing a few new policies
involving student safety. The new policies are described below:
o While on library grounds, children, ages 9 and younger, must be accompanied
and supervised by a parent or a responsible caregiver at least 16 years of age.
o All unattended children ages 10 to 14 must carry an El Dorado County Library
card while at the library and on library grounds.
These requirements will be in effect beginning May 1, 20009.
During the month of May, all children who get a new library card or can show their
El Dorado County library card will get a free book!
For more information, please go to the County Library website: oDy
www.eld oradolibrary.org or call W

El Dorado Hills Branch (916) 358-3500
Cameron Park Branch (530) 6215500

See you at the library!

WELCOME

NEW CAMERADO SPRINGS 6’ GRADE PARENTS

5" GRADE PARENT ORIENTATION NIGHT

AMeet t eacher s, admini strator s,
AHe ar alifeoat middle school and the 6th grade curriculum

THURSDAY
MAY 14, 2009
6:30 P.M.

Camerado Springs
MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM
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Timed Running Out!

Donodt mi Ss out on th

Order A Yearbook Today!
Thank you to everyone who sent in pictures for the
yearbook. They were very useful and the yearbook is
DONE and off to the printers! If you h ave not yet
purchased a yearbook, they are $20.00 and there are
only 50 left. When they're gone, they're gone. We
candt order more.

You will find an order f
fol der or in the Office.
free to send cash or check in an envelope with your
chil ddébs name, grade, and

PLEASE NOTE: This is the 3 and last reminder to
order your Yearbook.

Flvers Available in the Office
C.O.T.F. — Foothills Fast-Break

Basketball

Boy Scouts Pack #550

C.S.D Flag Football (Boys & Girls 2" — 8™

Girl Scouts (Girls K-5) 2009 Blue Oak Bulldog Biathlon
Sacramento Community Tennis (crades 3-8) Run/bike fundraiser

Foothill Girls Softball (5-18yrs)
Oakridge Basketball & Tennis
Prospector Soccer

(Sponsored by Blue Oak PTA)
Saturday June 6, 2009 8:00am
Challenger Camp Applications come home after
Mad Science spring break!

Oakridge H.S. Volleyball Go to: www.blueoakpt a.org
Choices for Children-Kids EXpO for more information

Planning For Next Year Open House
Please notify the office if you plan on moving (5™ Grade Only)
or know that your student will not be 5/28/09
attending Blue Oak for the 2009/2010 school (In the classrooms
year. Timely communication regarding your Open House
child’s next school year allows the district to (Kdg.c 4M)
staff properly. Thank you for your 6/ 4'/09

cooperation.
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Message from the Superintendent

The Buckeye Union School District is a high performing district. Each school in
Buckeye performs well academically. In order to maintain these levels or even
improve we are continually examining student achievement and educational
research.

It is for this reason — student achievement and what the research is telling us—
that we have made a change in our schedule for next year. We will be piloting a
reorganization of the minutes in our weekly schedules to provide an early release
day once a week. This time will be used by teachers to collaborate and plan
based upon their examination of data on student achievement. Giving teachers
this regular time to collaborate and plan based upon the work level of their
students is highly correlated to increases in student achievement and is a practice
used in many high performing districts.

So what does this mean?

A minimum day schedule means students attend a little over half of the school
day. We have eliminated the random minimum days that occurred throughout
the calendar in previous years. Minimum days will occur for parent conference
periods only.

Instead, each site will dismiss one hour earlier on Wednesday of each week. So
— if your child is normally dismissed at 2:10pm, the dismissal time on
Wednesday will be 1:10pm. We are still providing the required number of
minutes for the school year — it is just reorganized.

We are excited about this pilot and will be holding ourselves accountable as we
exam data and how our collaboration has affected student performance.

S.T.A.R.Testing Reminders

Parents, please take note...

When a test is to be given, you can help by making sure your child.....

*Attends each day of the testing:
Attendance during the S.T.A.R. testing dates is extremely important!

*Please do not schedule appointments for your student/s or check them out early on
any of the days that they have tests.

*Students do their best when taking the tests with their class instead of during make-
up dates.

*Get plenty of sleep the night before the test.

*Have a good breakfast on the morning of the test.

Buckeye Union School District — 4560 Buckeye Rd. - Shingle Springs, CA 95682 - (530) 677-2261




P.T.A. News

Teacher Appreciation Day, Tuesday, May 5"

Tuesday, May 5" is National Teacher Day and we would like to show our teachers, in some small
way, that we do appreciate all they do! Please looks for the Teacher Appreciation information in
our Friday folder regarding our annual Teacher Appreciate Day Brunch

K- 2" are asked to bring in Breakfast Items; 3 — 5" are asked to bring in Lunch items. All
donations may be brought in to the Staff Room on Tuesday morning.

"Great Teachers Make Great Public Schools!"*

AThe very spring and root of honesty and
Plutarch

Al am i nddhttendert & omy | i vi ng, but to my tea
Alexander the Great

Spring Fling, Friday, May 8"

Blue Oak’s Spring Carnival is a PTA Sponsored event; a collaborative effort between Blue Oak
PTA, teachers, staff, and families. This is a fun evening of music, food, games, inflatable’s, and a
gift basket silent auction, but this event cannot happen without your support!

We are still asking for help to help us make this a fun event. Parent/Student volunteer teams at the
event are highly encouraged. This is your opportunity to give back to your school community by
volunteering.

We can use your help with any of the following:

Planning Committee

Set up (3:00p-5:00p)

Games (5:30p-7:30p; Y2 hour shifts)
Clean-up (7:30p-8:30p)

Cake Walk Contribution

X X X X X

Or help out wherever it’s needed! If you are interested in volunteering, please contact our VP of
Events, Catherine Maloney, at cmaloney1971@aol.com.

2009 — 2010 PTA Board Nominating Committee

Don’t forget... Voting for the 2009 — 2010 PTA Board will be at our May PTA meeting, May 12"
We highly encourage as many members to attend as possible, as every vote counts!


mailto:cmaloney1971@aol.com

P.T.A. News

June 6, 2009 Blue Oak Bulldog Biathlon...sponsored by the PTA

As you know, the Blue Oak Bulldog Biathlon has been an ongoing endeavor driven by our very
industrious Executive VP, Kathy Gerstle, and her Committee. Registration forms have gone home
for this wonderful event. Funds raised through this event will go toward new equipment for the
physical fitness course.

Continue to look for more information down the road. You will also be able to go to the PTA
website at http://www.blueoakpta.org/index.htm for more information.

After School Activities

KidzArt after School Art Enrichment is going strong at Blue Oak. Their classes are
every Wednesday from 2:30p i 3:30p. To Register or for more information: go
ONLINE www.kidzartCA.com, CALL (916) 574-9700. When you go to their website click

A~

on schedule and registration link. Their next session starts May 6", s o dondt m

Mad Science: (http://www.madscience.com/locations/sacramento/) These fun and
interactive classes started Tuesday, April 14th, 2:25-3:25pm. The sessions that are six
weeks in length and are suitable for grades K through 5™. If this is successful we will plan
to have more Mad Science sessions at the school! To register or for more information
please visit their website. You can also call them at 916-736-2924.

Running Rascals: (http://www.runningrascals.net/ ) A new session is forming now and
will run from April 13th - May 11th, Mondays 2:15-3:15pm. Go to this web site for the
reqistration form and waiver: http://www.runningrascals.net/id11.html.

Fundraising...

Enjoy the City books have gone out! This is a low key fundraiser held from April 17" through
May 1%. Each book costs $20 and we will get back $8 for each book sold from the Enjoy the City
Company. You still have time to show your book to friends and family and see if they’d like to
purchase one. Ifthey do...that’s $8 back to the school! Please be sure to return your “sample”
book by this Friday, May 1%, unless of course you’d like to purchase that one for your own family!

Applebee’s... Thank you for to everyone who helped support the dine out event at Applebee’s on
March 8th. This event generated $238 for Blue Oak School.
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